PHIL/WGST 226: Feminist Theory 
First essay assignment

Please write an essay defending one of the theses listed below. You should choose the thesis in defense of which you are capable of making the most rationally persuasive arguments. 
This essay comprises 20% of your final course grade and is due on the date indicated on the syllabus course schedule. It should be 2-3 pages in length (double-spaced), excluding the heading, quotations, and bibliography. 
For guidelines applicable to all essay assignments in this course, including submission policies and procedures, as well as detailed advice on how to write an excellent philosophy paper, carefully read the Essay Assignment Description document. 
Thesis Options

Write an essay in which you adopt one of the theses below as your own and defend it (i.e., give arguments for it, support it):
Cudd and Jones essay options

1A. In this essay, I will argue that Cudd and Jones’ definition of sexism is flawed and that it should be revised (in ways this essay will specify).

1B. In this essay, I will argue that there are additional arguments Cudd and Jones could have made to support their definition of sexism. 

2A. In this essay, I will contend that Cudd and Jones’ argument that social inequalities between women and men are caused by sexism is flawed. 

2B. In this essay, I will contend that there are additional arguments Cudd and Jones could have made to strengthen their already successfully defense of the view that social inequalities between women and men are caused by sexism. 

Mill essay options

3A. In this essay, I will contend that [aspects of] Mill’s argument against legal restrictions on women’s freedom to participate equally in the public sphere is [are] unsatisfactory. 

3B. In this essay, I will argue that there are additional arguments Mill could have made to strengthen his already successful defense of the view that legal restrictions on women’s freedom to participate equally in the public sphere are unjust. 

4A. In this essay, I will contend that [some of] Mill’s responses to the argument that women’s natural incompetence justifies their exclusion from the public sphere are unsatisfactory. 

4B. In this essay, I will argue that there are additional arguments Mill could have made to strengthen his already successful response to the argument that women’s natural incompetence justifies their exclusion from the public sphere.  

Beauvoir essay options

5A. In this essay, I will argue, contrary to Beauvoir, that feminine gender socialization is not the most significant cause of the ongoing oppression of women. 

5B. In this essay, I will argue that Beauvoir does not successfully demonstrate that feminine gender socialization is the most significant cause of the ongoing oppression of women (despite my agreement with her conclusion). 

5C. In this essay, I will argue that there are additional arguments Beauvoir could have made to strengthen her already successful defense of the view that feminine gender socialization is the most significant cause of the ongoing oppression of women.

6A. In this essay, I will argue that Beauvoir’s view that society constructs man, maleness, and the masculine as the human standard (rendering woman, femaleness, and the feminine deviant and defective) is flawed. 

6B. In this essay, I will argue that there are additional arguments Beauvoir could have made to strengthen her defense of the view that society constructs man, maleness, and the masculine as the human standard (rendering woman, femaleness, and the feminine deviant and defective). 
7. Create and defend your own thesis. Your thesis must be a critical response to a claim or claims made by one of the authors above. It must be clearly expressed at the beginning of your essay. You may not choose this option unless you present your thesis to me for approval at least three days before the essay is due. I may require you to revise it.

You will notice that many of these thesis options are variations on each other; nevertheless, no two are substantively identical. For any view defended by an author, you can reply critically in one of three ways: 
• you may argue that the author’s conclusion is false; 
• you may argue that, even if the author’s conclusion is true, her defense of it is inadequate; or
• you may argue that the author’s defense of her conclusion is adequate, but that it could be made even better by the addition of further supporting arguments. 

If you choose one of these options, please ensure that the additional arguments you provide are clearly distinct from the author’s own—and make efforts to show this.

In addition to providing original arguments, you may support a thesis of this kind by presenting plausible objections to the author’s conclusion that she does not herself consider, and then defending her conclusion against them. 
The thesis options above represent the various ways one can respond critically to the major views defended by each author. Be sure to consider what type of thesis your arguments support before selecting your thesis.  

Assistance as you write

Please feel free to contact me by email or to schedule an appointment to meet at my office if you have questions or concerns about your paper. 

You are also welcome to submit a detailed outline (up to 2 pages, double-spaced) of your paper to me for feedback, provided that you do so at least three days prior to the due date of the paper. Outlines should be written in complete sentences and free of grammatical and spelling errors. I will return your outline to you with suggestions for improvement as soon as possible. Please note: Feedback on outlines will focus on the most significant areas of improvement opportunity and is not guaranteed to be comprehensive. (Please submit outlines to me by email attachment.)

When reviewing outlines, I will alert you to the need for proofreading, editing, and general grammatical improvement. However, I cannot undertake to correct writing errors. Please visit the University Writing Center for assistance with writing issues. (See the syllabus for more information.)  
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